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This system failed to satisfy the colonists who began to
feel the great necessity of a federal form of union between
all the colonies in North America. The need of commnni-
cations between the different parts of the vast country and
the expansion of agriculture to the western parts brought
the colonists closer together. Consequently delegates from
all the principal colonies including Nova Scotia, New
Brunswick, Prince Edward Island, met at Quebec. The
difficulties in their path were manifold, linguistic, religious,
and economic. But after prolonged discussions they passed
the famous Quebec Eesolutions which embodied the terms
on which they were prepared to federate.
The representatives of the colonies, including the pre-
miers, went over to England and discussed the plan o£ the
resolutions with Her Majesty's ministers. After fruitful
discussions an Act of Parliament (29th March 1867) was
only exist in one place, namely the seat of the Empire."   Quoted by Sir C.
P. Lucas, Ibid. Vol. 1. p. 143.
Cornewall Lewis, writing in 1841 took the same view. He stated :—
;t If the government of the dominant country substantially govern the depen-
dency, the representative body cannot substantially govern it; and conver-
sely, if the dependency be substantially governed by the representative body,
it cannot be substantially governed by the Government of the dominant
country. A self-governing dependency (supposing the dependency not to
be virtually independent) is a contradiction in terms." 'Government of
Dependencies.' 1891 Ed. ch. X, p. 289.
But Lord Durham unequivocally maintained :—" I know that it has
been urged, that the principles which are productive of harmony and good
government in the mother country, are by no means applicable to a colonial
dependency. It is said that it is unnecessary that the administration of a
colony should be carried on by persons nominated without any reference to
the wishes of its people ; that they have to carry into effect the policy, not
of that people, but of the authorities at home; and that a colony which
should name all its own administrative functionaries would, in fact, cease to
be dependent. I admit that the system which I propose would, in fact, place
the intemal government of the colony in the hands of the colonists them-
selves ; and that we should then leave to them the execution of the
laws, of which we have long entrusted the making to them,"
Keport, vol. II. pp. 280-281.

